Structured Engagement Exercises

	Structure & Graphic
	Description
	Benefits & Purposes

	Say Something
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	· Partners read silently to a designated stopping point.  When both students are ready, they each have a turn to "say something" about what they have just read.  The 'something" might be a question, a brief summary, a key point, an interesting idea, or a new connection.

· Once they have reached a designated stopping point and have each had an opportunity to "say something," the process continues.  Students read to the next stopping point, and so on, until the selection is completed.

· Once all students are ready (or after a predetermined time period), the class engages in a discussion of the text.
	· To develop relationships between new information and what is already known or believed

· To think out loud

· To develop attentive listening skills

· To increase individual and shared understanding

	First Word/Last Word





	· This is a variation on traditional acrostics.
· Place the name of a key concept/topic vertically down the side of a page.

· Working in small groups or on their own, students generate a short phrase or sentence that begins with each letter of the vertical word and offers important information or key characteristics about the topic.

· When students have completed their first drafts, they should check them over to see if they have left out any essential ideas.
	· To activate student thinking (First Word)
· To use as a means of processing for understanding (Last Word)

· To be used as an alternative assessment device (Last Word)

· To identify important information or key concepts about a topic

· To develop language 

	Paired Verbal Fluency

	· Establish partners.  Have each team decide which partner will be Person A and which will be Person B.
· Assign a topic which each partner will discuss in turn.  Learners should not use notes.  Partners listen carefully to each other and during their own turn do not repeat anything already said by either person.
· Teacher says, "Go," and Person A begins.  After the selected time elapses say, "Switch," and B takes over.

· Round two time limit is 40 seconds per person; round three is 20 seconds.

· Timing can be adjusted for the grade, experience level, and content knowledge of the students.
	· To get students verbally active prior to studying or discussing a new topic
· To stimulate thinking
· To help students bring to the surface the knowledge they have about the topic at hand
· Can also be used after instruction as an integrating and organizing activity
· To review before an exam
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Democracy





Depends on voters' participation.


Equitable application of the law.


Modeled on the Greeks.


Offers equal opportunity to all.


Citizens share responsibilities and rights.


Rights are guaranteed under the law.


Attains civil liberties for all.


Change is accomplished in an orderly way.


Your voice counts in yearly elections.











ROUND ONE


Teacher:  "Go"


Person A:  Talks for 60 seconds


Teacher:  "Switch"


Person B:  Talks for 60 seconds


Teacher:  "Stop"
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